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World Business Chicago is the city’s public-
private economic development
organization. Our mission is to drive
inclusive economic growth and job creation,
support businesses, and promote
Chicagoland as the leading global

economy.

Greater Chicogoland Economic Partnership

The Greater Chicagoland Economic
Partnership is the formal collaboration
between the Chicago region’s counties and

economic development agencies. Working

together, we can leverage efficiencies and

better compete on a global stage to grow

our economy.
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CHICAGOLAND BY THE NUMBERS

Chicagoland is a global powerhouse — compared to national economies, we would rank 22", behind Switzerland and
ahead of Taiwan, Belgium, and Argentina.

#3

largest economy in the
US, with
GDP of $886B.

#3

largest workforce in the
US, with
4.8 million employed.

#

most diverse economy in
the U.S, with no one
sector making up more
than 13%.

$4.32B

growth capital raised in

2024 through 365 deals
— with $3.86B raised in
the first half of 2025.

i

metro for corporate
relocation & site
selection for 12 years
running, with 140 major
business moves in
2024.

i

most post-secondary
completions in 2023 —
over 145,000 students
graduating, including
nearly 34,000 STEM
students.

4

Best Big City in the US
for 8 years running

$2958

trade value moving
through O’Hare Airport in
2024, 5.5% of all US
trade. O’Hare is the #1

most connected airport.




MACRO PROJECTIONS

Chicagoland companies are becoming more productive, and employment continues to be one of the largest supplies of
labor in the U.S.
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CLEAN INDUSTRIES:

FINANCE & INSURANCE:

76,834 employed

(+0.1% from 2023, #4 ranked nationally)

$23.2 hillion GRP

(+3.9% from 2023, #4 ranked nationally)

LIFE SCIENCES:

246,246 employed

(-1.0% from 2023, #2 ranked nationally)

$69.5 hillion GRP

(+3.8% from 2023, #3 ranked nationally)
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90,260 employed

(-0.6% from 2023, #5 ranked nationally)

$45.6 hillion GRP

(+4.7% from 2023, #6 ranked nationally)

74,060 employed

(+6.3% from 2023, #1ranked nationally)

$12.0 hillion GRP

(+7.2% from 2023, #1 ranked nationally)

%ANSPOHTATIUN & WAREHOUSING:

'TECH:\'

271,270 employed

(-1.3% from 2023, #2 ranked nationally)

$39.8 hillion GRP

(+0.7% from 2023, #3 ranked nationally)

MANUFACTURING:

244,420 employed

(-2.7% from 2023, #3 ranked nationally)

$83.9 hillion GRP

(+3.8% from 2023, #3 ranked nationally)

PROFESSIONAL, SCI‘ENT IFIC
& TECHNICAL SERVICES:

420,510 employed

(+1.6% from 2023, #2 ranked nationally)

$105.0 hillion GRP

(+2.6% from 2023, #2 ranked nationally)

389,930 employed

(= 34%fmm2023 #3 ranked nationally)

$86.9 hillion GRP  #,% R est
CHI o

(+2.0% from 2023, #3 ranked nationally)



INDUSTRY GROWTH

Chicagoland has a mix of fast-growing and legacy industries.

Clean Energy
Professional Services
TD&L

Life Sciences

Digital Tech & Al
Finance & Insurance
Vibrancy
Quantum-Adjacent
Manufacturing
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INDUSTRY GROWTH

Output CAGR to 2030

Professional Services [ 72%

Vibrancy [ 4.2%

Manufecturing - [ 4.2%

Finance & Insurance - [ 41%

Life Sciences - [ 37%
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INVESTMENT ACTIVITY

Growth Capital Invested & Deal Count in Chicagoland Companies, 2020-2024

® Deal Count 1.062

In 2022, Chicago saw 2 megadeals
$19.83B totaling 6.56 B (S3B from Invenergy
& $3.56 from Duravant)

$13.42B

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
3 3 4 3 0
Number of $500M+ Deals
$1.19M S0.98M $1.0M S0.6M S2.0M

Median Deal Size




INVESTMENT ACTIVITY

Top Verticals By Deal Count

SaaS

Artificial Intelligence &
Machine Learning

E-Commerce
HealthTech
525
Life Sciences 61.3%
Mohile @ U.S. (non-lllinois)
@ lllinois
CleanTech Foreign
Investor Portfolio ® Other

FinTech
Manufacturing

LOHAS & Wellness




TRADE

Trade value through O’Hare International Airport,
2021-2025

$329.6B $331.48 +41% from YTD

$304.8B $310.4B 2024

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 YTD




PRO-GHICAGOLAND DECISIONS

A pro-Chicagoland decision is a relocation, expansion, or new market-entrant.

719 Companies have made a pro-Chicagoland decision
since 2021

210 New businesses and corporate location openings

509 Business and corporate expansions

) Abbott Hellrggs
FERRERO




LOGAL RISKS & LOOKING FORWARD

Tariffs & Trade Disruptions Manufacturing, O’Hare

. . Diverse economy, delayed slowdown in
Macroeconomic Uncertainty ) o
business activity

hi : tthe T
Housing Affordability « ’C‘;g° _C“L I‘j ape
ousing Lake

Population gain 2023-2024

Population & Job Growth R
Productivity increases

Doubling down on high growth sectors

Capital Availability ChiF d
Irorwdar

Public Safety Historically low crime rates
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ILLINOIS TRADE WITH FRANGE

Exports:

lllinois exports to France totaled $1.16 billion in
2024, a 6.2% decrease from 2023 and a 15.2%
increase from 2019,

France is lllinois’ 12th largest export market.
lllinois ranks 14th among the 50 U.S. states in
exports to France.

Imports:

lllinois imports from France totaled $1.62 billion in
2024, a 15.9% decrease from 2023 and a
58.0% decrease since 2019.

France is lllinois’ 20th largest import market.
lllinois ranks 12th among the 50 U.S. states in
imports from France.

Total trade is down 7% YTD 2025 compared to YTD 2024

Top 5 Industries for lllinois Exports to France in 2024

Export Industries 2024 Annual Change Change
(82.1% of Total) Exports (Millions)  Since 2023 Since 2019
Computer And Electronic Products $434.2 -4.3% 123.7%
E':n“]‘;;rftq”“’m""t Appliances, And  ¢1p5 5 10.6% -16.2%
Machinery, Except Electrical $166.7 -13.9% -13.3%
Transportation Equipment $88.8 -9.3% -19.2%
Chemicals $78.1 -25.6% -27.6%
Total All Industries $1.16 Billion -6.2% 15.2%

Top 5 Industries for lllinois Imports from France in 2024

Import Industries 2024 Annual Change Change
{58.2% of Total) Imports (Millions)  Since 2023 Since 2019
Chemicals $333.9 -41.4% 40.9%
Machinery, Except Electrical $210.1 -5.9% 12.9%
Beverages and Tobacco Products $148.1 4.0% -28.1%
Plastics And Rubber Products $129.7 -16.0% 15.3%
Transportation Equipment $123.2 -32.2% -93.5%
Total All Industries $1.62 Billion -15.9% -58.0%

Source: lllinois DCEO




FRANCGE-CHICAGOLAND COMPANY TIES

French firms employ 47,469 lllinoisans at 930 distinct locations for 126 subsidiaries; France is lllinois’ 5™ largest FDI partner by
employment. There are over 120 French investors in Chicagoland companies, including over 45 companies acquired, and over

190 Chicagoland investors in French companies.

French headquartered companies with a
presence in Chicagoland
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Chicagoland headquartered companies
with a presence in France
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° GrantThornton

JMondelez,

International

() LaSalle

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT"

KIRKLAND & ELLIS

GE HealthCare Q) motorola
Baker

McKenzie. Aptar 2



FRENCH COMPANIES MAKING A PRO-GHICAGOLAND DECISION

LACTALIS:

HERITAGE DAIRY

NCOTCC

METAFORA

Blosystems

Loop, Chicago (2021)

U.S. division of the French dairy giant Lactalis that focuses on producing and marketing a
portfolio of well-known cheese and dairy brands

Acquired Kraft Heinz natural cheese business

Fulton Market, Chicago (2024)

Producer of machines and equipment for the construction and maintenance of railway
infrastructure, energy transport networks, and the aeronautics and defense industry.
Opened a sales office, and planning to expand production in the U.S. based on Midwestern
clients

Loop, Chicago (2023)
Developer of diagnostic tests to detect abnormalities in cellular energetics
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KEY ECONOMIC ASSETS

Chicagoland has an incredible asset base.

Unique geographical position
84% of the nation’s freshwater

Diversified economy
No industry makes up more than 13%

Dynamic workforce
Over 5 million workers, the third largest workforce
in the US

Infrastructure
10 interstate highways, 6 of 7 Class | railroads, 2+
billion industrial sqft, and the #2 TDL industry

Affordability

Lower real estate costs than the coasts, and
comparable to metros like Atlanta and Dallas

World-class educational and

research institutions
4 R1 universities, 2 federal labs, 145K student
graduating yearly

Cultural vibrancy
52 million yearly visitors, 80+ museums, 28
Sister Cities

Midwestern values
City of Big Shoulders and midwestern grit

Dedicated civic leadership

Incredible support from organizations
throughout — like chambers of commerce, civic
business organizations, and more.
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THE ECONOMIC

CENTER OF THE ND
MIDWEST s34
Representing 24% of $2f17'§ .
U.S. GDP in Billions SD : Wi
YW $387.9
CHICAGO, IL $886.0 M
$568.4
MINNEAPOLIS, MN  $319.4 o
$150.4 OH
ST. LOUIS, MO IL N
$215.6 $736.4
CINCINNATI OH $11T $4203
$189.2
INDIANAPOLIS, IN KS
$182.1 MO
KANSAS CITY, MO $192.3 $329.4

COLUMBUS, OH $179.7
CLEVELAND, OH $170.2
MILWAUKEE, WI $169.5




TRANSPORTATION SUPER-REGION

* 10 interstate highways go through
Chicagoland

e 29,989 miles of federal roads

* 3,650 bridges

* 7,200 miles of rail lines

* 1,646 rail crossings

* 242 Metra stations

* 145 CTA train stations

* 140 bus routes

* 134 Pace routes

e &

1-94 @ 55

1-294 I-80
® 2 @57
® 1204 I-65
@® i:3 @355

* Chicago Loop

Lake
Michigan

ue|pul

sjjode



CHICAGO'S GLOBAL REACH

®
N/
$'I4OB

Foreign direct investment

VB,
NN

1,900

Foreign-based
companies

90+

Consulates General in
Chicago serving the Midwest
and beyond

JlF¢

100+

International chambers of
commerce and
trade-based organizations

Global Strategic Partnerships across the world:

Chicago — Netherlands Economic Partnership
Chicago — China Gateway Agreement
Chicago— Mexico City Global Cities Economic
Partnership

australia Europe

Chicago — London Data Alliance
Chicago — Tel Aviv-Yafo Partnership
Chicago — Japan Economic Partnership
Chicago — Paris Economic Partnership

americas

////

acc

9

africa



REGIONAL COLLABORATION

McHenry JLake

Chicago

GCE &

Greater Chicogalond Econamic Partnership

The Greater Chicagoland
Economic Partnership is the
formal collaboration between
region’s economic development
agencies. Working together, we
can leverage efficiencies and
better compete on a global
stage to grow our economy. We
are a single point of entry for

foreign companies.




CHICAGOLAND'S QUANTUM COMPUTING FUTURE




WORLD BUSINESS
CHICAGO




WORLD BUSINESS CHICAGO'S SERVICES

*

*

Site Selection

We identify suitable sites throughout the region for your
business expansion and /or relocation using key market
indicators

Press & Public Relations

We craft messages consistent with brand identity,
developing relationships with media outlets, and planning
and executing announcements

Data & Market Analytics

We help you understand key metrics in the Chicagoland
market for doing business

* Financial Incentives
We help you identify applicable local, state, and federal
financial incentives, tax abatement and rebate programs

Government Relations

* We help navigate permitting, connecting you with elected

officials and other government-related processes

Workforce & Talent

We will connect you to the talent pool and the robust
* network of higher education institutions and workforce

development agencies




cHIcAGu 2050 Is WBc’s FGRNBUMING e

O S CHICAGO |1

We will be an economically robust and culturally vibrant G ROWTH
hub, standing among the world’s top 20 regions — top three 8 JU BS

in the U.S. — and leading the Midwest by leveraging our
unique assets. We aim to:

1. Be a diverse, equitable economy

2. Be a place where employers know they can find top talent,
and where top talent chooses to be

3. Be recognized as a global super-region
4. Drive new job growth and increased output

5. Position the systems, talent, and infrastructure necessary
to facilitate rapid adaptation

6. Make it easier to build and do business




WE'RE DOUBLING DOWN ON PRIORITY INDUSTRIES...

MANUFACTURING
Especially metals & food

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

iy

FINANCE &
INSUARNCE

EIC]
Bju Eﬂ__" EE’
56059

GOAL

Grow to a regional
economy with $1.4
trillion in annual output
and 5.05 million jobs by
2034.

oA

LIFE SCIENCES

DIGITAL TECH

o uu? Including data centers & Al

BIG BETS

Including quantum & clean energy

VIBRANCY

Including sports, arts, and tourism




..AND HAVE A THREE STRATEGIC AREAS FOR GROWTH.

1

ECONOMIC
GROWTH

Attract, grow, and
retain businesses, jobs,

and capital.

Business attraction
and retention: Grow
Chicagoland-based
companies and firms in
priority industries.

Capital recruitment:
Attract and bolster
capital availability for the
next economy.

Incubating and
growing ecosystems:
Establish growth-stage
support for startups and
new ventures.

Corridors and districts:

Designate, support, and
promote sector-specific
districts to help grow
priority industries.

2

FUTURE
READINESS

Ensure assets and systems
are in place for the changing
global economy and

accelerating growth.

Dynamic workforce: Prepare
Chicagoland’s workforce for

tomorrow’s economy through
collaboration with educational

institutions and industry groups

to drive best practices and
upskilling and reskilling efforts.

Civic leadership: Preserve
and strengthen Chicagoland’s
legacy of civic leadership and
public-private collaboration.

Ease of building and doing
business: Make Chicagoland
the easiest place in the US. to

build and do business

Key infrastructure: Support
core requirements for
economic growth, including
abundant clean energy and
transportation infrastructure.

3

QUALITY OF LIFE
& PROMOTION

Ensure Chicagoland is a
great place to live and do
business; make sure others

know it.

Vibrancy: Maintain and
promote the region’s
vibrancy to support
economic growth.

Marketing and visibility:
Sustainably and
comprehensively market
Chicagoland as a leader

of next-economy growth
and as the best place in the
U.S. to live and do business.




THANK YOU

HANNAH LOFTUS
VP, RESEARCH
HLOFTUS@WORLDBUSINESSCHICAGO.COM



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32

