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VALUE ADDED TAX (VAT) REFUND

Non-EU companies can recover VAT on certain expenses incurred in France as well as other EU countries, provided that these expenses are related to their business activities.

CCI France international and The French Chamber Taiwan is glad to introduce you a new service for any companies registered in Taiwan. This service is available to companies wishing to obtain the VAT refund spent in Europe for their business activities (participation to specialised exhibitions and seminars...) avoiding them to pay Value Added. 

If you choose to work with us, you get a hold of the following advantages:

· One and only reliable contact for 29 European countries.
· More than 30 years of experience dealing with the relevant administration.
· A complete and excellent service.
· A proven expert know-how. 
· Simple and easy handling of your red tape.

Here are the main types of expenses on which a non-EU company can typically recover VAT (non-exhaustive list and may vary depending on the country):

· Trade Fairs and Exhibitions: Costs associated with participating in trade fairs and exhibitions, including booth rental fees, construction, and dismantling services.
· Meals and Entertainment: Business meals and entertainment expenses, though these may be
· subject to partial deduction limits.
· 80 % of the VAT on gas oil
· Office Supplies and Equipment: Purchase of office supplies, computers, and other equipment
used for business purposes.
· Conferences and Training: Fees for attending conferences, seminars, and training courses.
· Marketing and Advertising: Expenses related to marketing and advertising activities.
· Communication Costs: Expenses for telephone, internet, and other communication services
used for business.

The VAT is not refundable for the following expenses: hotels, car hire, airline and train fares, taxi fares and purchase of gifts or personal purchase.

Value added tax (VAT) refund / Procedure to follow:

To organise your VAT refund, please send us (French Chamber Taiwan) the following documents:

1 – Digital copies of all invoices showing the refundable amount of European VAT (hiring of space, furniture, flowers, advertising, hostess services, phone, electricity, food and beverages…). 

2 – Two original copies of the mandate (see example enclosed) should be typed on your company’s letterhead, the one written in French (for reference, an English version will be provided) and signed by the representative of your company.

3 – An original certificate of registration as a business enterprise must be provided.

4 – A Bank account Identity number enabling the French chamber of commerce to transfer the VAT refund.

IMPORTANT: The French Administration must receive all the required documents duly completed by at the latest 15th of June following the date of the issuance of invoices. NO FURTHER DELAY SHALL BE ALLOWED.

For advance partial payment being made for hiring of space for an exhibition (in this case only) it will be exceptionally possible to submit the refund of the invoice claim up to the 15th of June following the event.

Our fees:

The fees for this service are calculated as follows: 20 % of the total amount of the VAT refunded.

These fees are payable directly on the administration refund and will be invoiced to your company upon reception of this refund. 

Please note that the French Chamber Taiwan and CCIFI are working on refund applications from a minimum of 1,000 euros of VAT per country.


Complementary information on VAT Refund:


Should you have already started a VAT refund procedure, we will not be able to assist you, unless you cancel it.

The VAT refund cannot be reimbursed within the frame of the 8th and 13th European Union rules if general rules of the EU are applicable, i.e. in the case of sales of materials including the installation of same in France, or for example when you provide French customers with services. 

In this case, the company must be registered as a VAT payee and therefore the procedure cannot then be undertaken by the French Chamber Taiwan. However, we are at your disposal to give you information on how to proceed with French regulations. 

Any company of whatever nationality can follow the European 8th and 13th Rules, obtain the VAT refund for expenses borne during their professional stay in Europe, either for their investigation of the market or the follow-up of their commercial activities.

These expenses may be consisting of customers' and suppliers’ visits, upkeeping of a representative office, or amounts paid for participation in specialised fairs or exhibitions, even in case of granted guarantees.


These direct refunds are granted to those companies non-VAT taxable in Europe under the following conditions:

· Be an industrial or commercial company (and not a private individual) and be registered with the Chamber of Commerce or similar administration.
· Not be registered as a VAT payee in Europe (in this case the procedure for VAT refund is then different.)
· Appointment of a fiscal representative is compulsory for companies established outside the European Union.

If a company has many invoices, we should recommend contacting us with anticipation and not waiting for the 15th of June deadline.
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