Shiho Watabe

CEQ, Shibuya Startups KK.

Biography

Shiho has held roles at Morgan Stanley Investment Banking Division (2006—2008), Google

(2008-2017), Mercari US (2017-2019), ELSA Speak (2020), and several other startups. She

holds degrees from Stanford University and ICU. Since 2021, she has served as an advisor to

Shibuya City—her hometown—and became CEO of Shibuya Startups KK in February 2023.

As CEO, Shiho has supported or invested in over 40 startups across Japan and around the

world, particularly in sectors such as the Care Economy, the Fandom and Creator Economy,

and other innovative fields shaping the future of Japan and the broader global society. With

professional experience spanning Japan, Southeast Asia, Europe, Africa, Silicon Valley, and

Washington D.C,, she brings a truly global perspective to startup investment and the growth

of Shibuya City's tech ecosystem.
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