
 

 
 

Press Release – 21 August 2024 

 
Meridiam selected preferred bidder for a critical water infrastructure 

asset in Jordan 
 

- Fresh and potable water delivered to more than 3 million people annually 
- 30-year concession contract  

 
 

Meridiam has been selected as the preferred bidder by the Government of Jordan for the 
Aqaba Amman water desalination and conveyance project. The Meridiam-led project team 
includes global and regional partners Orascom Construction, VINCI Construction Grands 
Projets and SUEZ.  
 
This critical infrastructure, which includes one of the world's largest desalination plants, will 
supply over 300 million cubic metres of drinking water per year to communities in Amman and 
Aqaba. It is considered a national priority to ensure the country's water security and address 
the growing chronic deficit in the water sector. The project will also include approximately 445 
km of pipelines to transport the desalinated water from the Red Sea. 
 
Thierry Déau, Founder and CEO of Meridiam, said: “We are grateful and proud to have been 
selected, together with our partners, to deliver water to Jordan. This essential, transformative 
and landmark project will provide a reliable and long-term sustainable solution to Jordan's 
water challenges. It will make a significant contribution to meeting the critical daily fresh and 
potable water needs of the Jordanian people.” 
 
Jordan is one of the most water-stressed countries in the world with its population facing 
absolute water scarcity according to the United Nations. Jordan's water is used by three main 
sectors (agricultural, domestic and industrial), which together consume nearly one billion cubic 
metres per year1. The domestic sector (rural and urban households) consumes about 50% of 
this total2, with only 90 cubic meters of water available per person per year1. This project will 
increase the total annual available domestic water supply by almost 60%, meeting the 
minimum daily quantity needs of water for drinking of more than 3 million people per year3, 
according to the World Health Organization. 
 
This 30-year concession agreement reinforces Meridiam's pioneering position as a long-term 
partner and investor in Jordan, where it has been a shareholder in Amman Airport since 2018. 
Meridiam also has a track record of investing in the water and wastewater sector globally. In 
2021, it led a consortium that acquired SUEZ, including its water operations in France and 
international assets in Italy, Central Europe, Africa, Central Asia, India, China and Australia. 
Most recently, Meridiam completed the Laguna Water Supply Project in Texas, which provides 
water to communities in Central Texas, USA, under a 30-year water supply agreement.  
 

 
 
1 & 3  https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/jordan-environment-and-water-
sector#:~:text=Jordan's%20water%20is%20utilized%20by,municipal%2Fdomestic%20and%20industrial%20sectors. 
2 https://water.fanack.com/jordan/water-use-in-jordan/ 
3 https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/338044/9789240015241-eng.pdf. Page 11 
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In addition to Meridiam's track record, the consortium has unparalleled expertise. SUEZ is a 
world leader in water and waste management, having designed and built more than 12,500 
water and wastewater treatment plants worldwide, including more than 260 desalination plants. 
VINCI Construction Grands Projets designs and builds highly complex civil engineering 
structures, particularly in the energy, hydraulics and environment, building and transport 
sectors. Orascom Construction is a leading engineering, construction and concessions 
company in the Middle East, Africa and USA, with extensive expertise in the infrastructure and 
industrial sectors, and a track record of water, desalination and wastewater treatment plants 
completed and under construction with a total capacity of approximately 17 million m3/day. 
 
This critical project for Jordan is benefiting from global support and partnerships. In particular, 
it is supported by the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation and the U.S. 
Agency for International Development in Amman, Jordan (USAID), which has been advising 
the Jordanian government. 
 

 

 

 
About Meridiam 
 
Meridiam was founded in 2005 by Thierry Déau, with the belief that the alignment of interests between the public 
and private sector can provide critical solutions to the collective needs of communities. Meridiam is an independent 
investment Benefit Corporation and an asset manager. The firm specializes in the development, financing, and 
long-term management of sustainable public infrastructure in three core sectors: sustainable mobility, critical public 
services and innovative low carbon solutions. With offices in Addis Ababa, Amman, Dakar, Istanbul, Johannesburg, 
Libreville, Luxembourg, Paris, Vienna and Washington, Meridiam manages over US$22 billion and more than 125 
projects to date. Meridiam is certified ISO 9001: 2015, Advanced Sustainability Rating by VigeoEiris (Moody’s), ISO 
37001 Anti-Corruption certification by AFNOR and applies a unique methodology in relation to ESG and impact 
based on United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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