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Elections all over the 
world, in countries that 
are home to 4.2bn 
people (more than half 
of humanity), will put a 
spotlight on the global 
state of democracy. 

1. Vote-a-rama!





Voters, and the courts, 
will give their verdicts 
on Donald Trump, who 
has a one-in-three 
chance of winning. 
But the consequences 
will be global.

2. America’s global choice.



Europe will have to 
step up and give 
Ukraine the support it 
needs to fight a long 
war—the right thing to 
do, and an insurance 
policy against Trump 2.

3. Step up, Europe.



Hamas’s attack, and 
Israel’s retaliation 
against Gaza, have 
upended the region 
and destroyed the idea 
that the Palestinians’ 
plight could be ignored.

4. Middle East turmoil.



America’s plan to pivot 
to Asia and focus on 
China has been derailed. 
Its “unipolar moment” 
is over, and America is 
now the overstretched 
superpower.

5. Multipolar disorder.



China’s growth has 
slowed, tensions are 
rising over Taiwan and 
America is limiting 
access to advanced tech. 
But “decoupling” is 
easier said than done.

6. A second cold war.



The clean-energy 
transition is minting 
new green superpowers 
and redrawing the 
energy-resources map, 
creating unexpected 
winners and losers.

7. New energy geography.



Western economies did 
better than expected in 
2023, but “higher, for 
longer” interest rates 
will hurt companies and 
consumers alike, even if 
recessions are avoided.

8. Economic uncertainty.



Firms are adopting 
it, regulators are 
regulating it and techies 
continue to improve it. 
Worries abound. AI’s 
biggest actual impact? 
Faster coding.

9. AI gets real.



The Paris Olympics, 
men’s Twenty20 World 
Cup and astronauts 
returning to the Moon 
(sort of) may provide a 
moment or two of global 
unity…or maybe not?

10. Uniting the world?



Read about all this and more at
economist.com/worldahead2024
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