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Leisha Dabasi / Huang Yifeng "The Cloud Tribe a Hundred Years Later"

| am Leisha Dabasi from the Tribe Mkmatuy in Jianshi Township, also known as the
Clouds Tribe. | am a hairstylist. | am also a herbal doctor; a preserver of Atayal culture.

| come from Hsinchu. During the Japanese occupation era, my village was called the
"Clouds Tribe" because of clouds and mist all year round.
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o (FEFECEMNFE) —®—UERET= "Planting Hope for the Tribe" One
Tree One Mountain Tree Planting Project
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Ten years ago, on the way back to the tribe, | saw that everyone was selling their land.



At that time, | realized that the tribe of my childhood has changed a lot. Farmers no
longer farm when they get older. The problem of intergenerational education is very
serious. When the children grow up and go to the city to study, they don't come back,
because they have no reason to return to the tribe after their grandparents leave.

But some people decided to return to the tribe after working in the city because they
were not used to it. However, there are no jobs or opportunities in the tribe.
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| was thinking about how to make this land more valuable. | thought about the cherry
blossoms | saw in Kyoto and Osaka more than ten years ago, and wondered who
planted the first cherry blossom tree to influence the people in the town.

Now, a hundred year later, people from all over the world come to this place to enjoy
the cherry blossoms, and the beauty of nature. So | thought, | could also find a plant
that belongs to our tribe. | did a lot of research on the Internet and found the native
plant of Taiwan-tassel flower. This flower will appear in Linkou all the way to the
ridgeline of Lala Mountain.
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Since the year | started, more than 100 trees have been planted in my home, and then
| bought 400 seedlings in the second year, but the surviving rate of these seedlings
was only 20% in the third year, so many friends started donating and we planted trees
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together. In the third year, there were more than 300 trees. In the fourth year, many
schools, organizations, and churches participated until now, the sixth year.

We started from Jianshi Township. There are 11 primary schools in Jianshi Township.
We went to 9 primary schools and 7 tribes. This year we also went to Wenshui
Elementary School, Atayal Cultural Center, Qing'an Elementary School, but aso in Yilan,
Miaoli, Jinyang Elementary School, Wuta Elementary School and Bihou Elementary
School.
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If everyone in the world planted one tree, the global temperature would drop by 1
degree.

In the past six years, a total of 1,740 tassel trees have been planted. We have three
tree planting projects every year. From an individual project to now, 200-300 people
participated each time.

When you want to do something that's right, you will find that more and more people
will follow your footsteps and complete it together.



o (HRE) ZTMBELLE <Cohesion> Atayal Music Festival
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When | started my professional life, there were many aboriginal friends around me,
and | went to many tribes: the Puyuma harvest three times, Paiwan weddings, the Ami
harvest, and the Pas-ta’ai ritual of Saixia. | often think, what about the Atayal
ceremonies? What do they consist of?

| started doing fieldwork eight years ago and found a pastor. He told me what the
ceremonial culture looked like, and | decided to bring it back. At the beginning, |
invited many Atayal young people, we recorded CDs and then returned to the tribe,
distributed our music to the tribe, let the whole village sing together, and the leader
and elders also participated.
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The first year of the event was very successful and everyone was very emotional. In
the second year, Wen Lan also came to me and said that she wanted to do this kind of
festival. In the third year, it was Meiling Luo and the township office. In the fourth year,
we didn't organise anything because we were thinking about how we can get more
young people to come back and participate.

| was wondering whether we should use innovative music combined with our mother
tongue to allow more young people to participate. So we called on more than 40
Atayal singers, and about 30 performers. People came and participated in our Atayal
Music Festival.
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The process was difficult. We only had two months to prepare. Everyone had to go
home and learn their aboriginal language with their elders. After learning their mother
tongue, they had to compose a song. What’s very touching is that there are many
seniors here, and they are divided into many groups, some can arrange music, some
can write lyrics, and write music. Everyone helps each other. In just one month, these
forty singers prepared a song in their native language and came back to perform.

| still remember that it was raining that day. The singers were singing songs in their
mother tongue on the stage, and the people on stage were barefoot, singing, and
dancing. For me, this is a way for everyone to come home and gather together, very
touching.
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o (HTEHMH  HMEPE) BREZE - #7%H/\2 "The more local, the more
international" Nature School, Weaving Primary School
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In addition to making the land valuable, everyone can cherish their own land more.
There is a music festival every year, where everyone can gather together. The identity
of the tribe and the education of the children are also very important.

Like myself, | engaged in hairstyling when | started working, but this is not what |
learned in the past. But | think everyone has different talents. If these children can be
exposed to different skills from an early age, maybe they will get to know themselves
earlier, and there will be more learning opportunities and development space.
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That’s why we founded the Nature School, to let all the children come here to learn.
Each season we will invite different teachers, such as yoga, pastry chef, flower art
teacher, illustration teacher, master craftsman, different talents and artists. The
teachers came to our village to communicate with these children, hoping that these
children can find their talents early, which will be a very positive thing.

We are also preparing for woodworkers to come build computer classrooms, and we
are cooperating with several computer companies for computers to be stationed in
our tribe, and have invited computer science teachers to teach in our village so that
the children can have more learning opportunities.

Originally, we were going to set up our Weaving Elementary School this year, because
our Atayal weaving is very beautiful and very famous all over the world, but if one
generation does not learn, the next generation will be lost. | think it is a pity. So | was



thinking that we should let the children discover the weaving culture from an early
age, so we prepared a weaving elementary school. | hope that this traditional
technique can continue to be carried forward, and the more it is here, the more
international it will be. | have always believed this sentence.

o (HXREER) MIMEES <Ecological Restoration> Butterfly Restoration
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Ecological conservation is very important. We started repopulating fireflies a few years
ago, and have achieved very good results. Later, | learned that our tribe had the
reputation of a butterfly tribe a hundred years ago. | checked it on the Internet and
found that Taiwan is actually the kingdom of butterflies. There are more than 400
butterflies on the island, which is the region with the most butterflies in the world.
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This year | started planning to rehabilitate butterflies in our village, not only to
preserve the ecology, but also to create prosperity for the tribe. In the future, young
people will have the opportunity to stay in the village and work.
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o HERZEHND - UEEEE - MEIFAZE Do innovative things with a

cohesive heart and to leave a legacy
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| think we should return the earth to the cleanest and unharmed state, so | hope that
our village can have a better ecological environment, preserve our weaving culture,
harvest festivals, and music festivals, and then invite more artists to come to our tribe
to turn this place into an art village. This is a short-term plan and my lifelong wish. |
will work hard until the end, hoping to make this environment better.

| believe that the Yunwu Tribe in a hundred years will be a paradise on earth and a
palace of art.

The last sentence is for everyone
"With a cohesive heart, and to leave a legacy. Do innovative things."



